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The legal ponder on over-working death
Song Min & Ma Kangkang

Abstract The word of “karoshi” originates from Japanese. Along with the frequent
occurrence of the phenomenon of over-working death, people draw more concern on it
in the whole country. Japan, as the first country, made such legislation that the labor
that dies from karosh should be protected by law. However, in our country, China,
Karoshi is not defined precisely, plus the blank space in law, these people cannot get
enough compensation. That is to say, although you could conduct a lawsuit, you cannot
win because of lacking legal ground. This essay tries to expound the problem from the
perspective of the Labor Law. To begin with, introduce the different definitions based
on various areas, especially to stress out the opinions from law circles and analyze the
causes of karoshi. Here, I cite the case of Tang to support my views. Then I discuss the
reason why karoshi could not be stipulated to the legislation under the current
provisions of occupational disease and should be covered by work-related injury.
What’s more, the people who are caused by over-working death should receive the
relief from the government or the workplace or both by the way of infringement. Finally,
elaborate how to perfect the legal rule to completely ensure the interests of labors by
combining the existing law and the importance of protecting the people who die from
over-working death.

Key Words: karoshi, infringement, work-related injury
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